Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PONTA 00352 101656Z 
55 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /059 W 

073602 

R 101330Z AUG 76 

FM AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1509 

INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 

COMUSFORAZ 

USCINCEUR 

CINCLANT 

CONFIDENTIAL PONTA DELGADA 352 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : VIEWS OF GENERAL MAGALHAES 

1 . IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR, GENERAL 
ALTINO PINTO DE MAGALHAES, PRESIDENT OF THE REGIONAL JUNTA, 
DESCRIBED FLA AS A REACTION OF THE WEALTHY IN SAO MIGUEL 

TO GONZALVISM. ORIGINALLY, FLA RECEIVED SUPPORT FROM FRANCE 
AND MONEY FROM THE U.S., BUT THE MONEY FROM THE U.S. DRIED UP 
QUICKLY. MAGALHAES THOUGHT IT VERY IMPORTANT THAT THE U.S. HAD 
STOPPED ITS SUPPORT OF FLA, BECAUSE THE INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 
PLAYED INTO THE HANDS OF THE LEFTISTS. HE BELIEVES THAT FLA HAS 
NO SUPPORT AMONG THE PEOPLE TODAY AND THAT IT IS CONTINUALLY 
DECREASING IN STRENGTH. 

2. THE GENERAL SHOWED SOME CONCERN AT A RENEWED LEFTIST (READ 
COMMUNIST) INFLUENCE IN THE AZORES, PARTICULARLY ON TERCEIRA 
WHERE SOME UNIONS ARE LEFTIST DOMINATED. HE BLAMED MUCH OF 
THE CURRENT LABOR UNREST IN THE AZORES ON LEFTIST INFLUENCE. 
ANOTHER SIGN ON LEFTIST RESURGENCE WAS FAIPA (FRENTE DE APIO A 
INDEPENDENCES DO POVO ACOREANO), FRONT FOR THE SUPPORT FOR THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE AZOREAN PEOPLE, A LEFTIST INDEPENDENCE GROUP. 

3. COMMENT: GENERAL MAGALHAES' CONCERN ABOUT LABOR UNREST IS 
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PROBLEMS THEY WILL FACE IN GOVERNING THE AZORES. FAIPA IS ONE 
OF SEVERAL NEW SEPARATIST GROUPS TO APPEAR IN THE LAST TWO 
MONTHS. ITS ONLY ACTION TO DATE HAS BEEN TO SUPPORT A WORKERS 
PROTEST AGAINST AN INCREASE IN BUS FARES ON SAO MIGUEL. ANOTHER 
NEW ORGANIZATION IS MES, STUDENT SEPARATIST MOVEMENT, WHICH 
HAS PUBLISHED A FEW LETTERS IN NEWSPAPERS, GIVEN OUT A FEW 
HANDBILLS, AND PUT UP A FEW SIGNS. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT 
EITHER FAIPA OR MES HAVE MORE THAN A HANDFUL OF ADHERENTS. 
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